
SSMS May Meeting 

May 3rd, 2018 

 

1. Welcome- Emma Travers- Emma thanked everyone for attending and introduces Board of 

Education visitors. 

2. Board of Education Budget Presentation- Liz Dion, Susan McNutly, Dr. Johnson, and Dr. Leahy 

shared information regarding the budget at the upcoming vote.  The budget vote is on May 15th.  

It is important that all eligible community members vote.  All are encouraged to bring their 

children to vote in an effort to reinforce the idea that voting is a privilege and responsibility. The 

budget increase is 2.89%, which is under the tax levy limit.  The biggest issue this budget seat, 

and the increase in the budget, are due largely to security issues/improvements. There will be a 

security guard in every building and all entrances will have an anteroom in the entrance.    No 

programs have been cut; everything that existed last year has been maintained.  There are 2 

board member seats that are up for election.  Kelly Barry and Liz Dion are uncontested 

candidates for those seats.  If the budget fails it can be put up again in June.  After that there is a 

contingency budget that will have a long term effect on academic and extracurricular activities.  

Lawn signs are available to remind people to vote. 

3. Presentation and Acceptance of Minutes- Motion to accept last month’s minutes made by Maria 

Yarris and Christine Verveniotis.  All in favor. 

4. Vote to Accept 2018-2019 Budget- Motion made by Marie Eckrich and Cindy Vapuel. All in favor. 

5. Treasurer’s Report- Faith Varley- The final AIM bill of $7981 has been processed.  Still awaiting 

final apparel deposit. 

6. Committee Updates- 

a. SEP- Kelly Lynch- The last coffee and share for the year will be held at Hewitt on May 

14th at 7:45. 

b. AIM- Cynthia Adonailo- This year’s assemblies were: 

- Brian Heinz, author, Classroom as a workshop 

- Katie Schumacher, Don’t Press Send 

- Gian Paul Gonzalez- All In motivational speaker 

- Steven Dodge- S.L.A.T.E project 

- Human Body by The Franklin Institute 

c. Drug and Alcohol- Lorraine Lods- Rockville Pharmacy will have a drop box for the 

disposal of unwanted prescriptions. There will be a Narcan training on May 20th at 

Vineyard Church.  Vaping is still an issue among students.  Adults are encouraged to 

make sure that drugs/prescription and alcohol that are kept in homes are not accessible 

to children.  

d. Apparel and Box Tops- Alanna Bender- Kara Spinelli will take over Box Tops.  Still looking 

for an apparel volunteer.  Apparel is still available.  It will be sold at upcoming 

orientations. Please contact Alanna for community service opportunities.  

e. 8th Grade Party- Christine Verveniotis- The party will be help on Friday, June 15th, 7-9:30. 

The theme is “Our Future is Bright”. The committee is working on decorations, finger 

foods. Teachers are providing DJ.  Families are being asked to make a donation of $15 

and graduation signs are being sold to increase the budget. 



7. SSHS Sponsor a Senior- Donna Sultzer presented the Sponsor a Senior program.  Raffles are $5 

each. Cash prizes are awarded to seniors at the post prom party.  The party is being help at RPM 

Raceway in Farmingdale.  You can purchase as many tickets as you would like.  

8. Teacher’s Report- Kaitlin Keogh- May 11th is the last day to order graduation lawn signs. The Art 

Department thanks the PTA for the grant that allowed them to purchase bean bags for student 

use.  Scrabble Club Members Graham Batkin and Ian Moran went to the Scrabble National 

Championships.   They played eight, 50 minute games and did very well.  

9. President’s Report- Presidents Report- Irma Altman and Emma Travers-  

a. Faith Varley spoke about the Robotics Club’s trip to Kentucky.  This was an international 

competition that was an amazing experience/opportunity for all involved.   She thanked 

all who made it possible for the students to attend.   

b. The high school PTA will be holding a fundraiser to help fundraise for the post prom 

party.  Tickets are being sold to view the new movie Book Club on Wednesday, May 30th 

at 7:30 p.m. at Merrick Cinemas 5. Tickets are $20.  

c. Mark Massin is retiring from the Board of Ed.  On June 13th there will be a party to honor 

him at Kasey’s.  All are invited to help celebrate his work and commitment to our 

district.  Invitation is to follow.   

d. The HS Cancer Awareness club will be holding a Relay for Life event on June 2nd.  Teams 

are formed and get sponsors in order to raise funds.  Members of each team will walk 

the track form 5-11 pm.  Additional fundraisers will be held throughout the night. 

10. Principals’ Report- Shelagh McGinn- The Community Projects Fair was held.  As a part of the 

Middle Years Program 8th graders participated in community service project.  They created tri-

folds to explain and share their work.  The 8th grade students reflected on their classmate’s 

projects and presentations. 6th grade orientation is on Tuesday, May 8th.  The NWEA for Math 

and ELA will be administered before the end of the year.   

11. Motion to adjourn meeting made by Christine Verveniotis and Maria Yarris 


